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ZADING, a ſhort time ſince the asset of Citizen Riou 


reſpecting our treatment of French priſonersꝰ, it appears that 
I may, without impropriety, meet ſuch infamous miſrepreſenta- 
tions, by publiſhing the following few letters, of undoubted ye- 
racity, which were written from a brother to his filter, who re- 
ſides in my family, for her information only: : at my requeſt 
they thus make their appearance, from a motive which, if not 
ſufficiently apparent, is too immaterial to ſwell the page with. 
The following extract will account for their being anonymous, 


as well as for any inaccuracies which may be diſcoverable, as I 


do not take upon me to treſspaſs on the unaffectedneſs of the 
ſtyle. Yours, &c. 


A Friend to Humanity, and to my brave Countrymen. 


Dec. 14th, 1797. 
C YOU amaze me by what you ſay about publiſhing the nar- 
rative; I do aſſure you I have no ambition to'figure as an author, 
but if it will contribute to any good, you are welcome to do as 
you pleaſe : only be careful not to let my name appear, and 
corre ſome of the improprieties of the ſtyle, as I write it at 
your deſire, and {carcely took the trouble to read it over when 
written: I now wiſh I had beſtowed more pains upon it: but 

ſuch as it is, tis no fiction, but unfortunately for me too true.” 

Auguſt, 2d, 1797. 
t You wiſh to know what 1 have been doing for theſe two 
laſt years: —I will endeavour to tell you, though I muſt confeſs, 
tis a diſagreeable taſk. You know I failed from England in 
November, 1794, and in January following I arrived at Loangn, 
on the coaſt of Africa, without meeting with any thing extra- 
ordinary on the paſſage, except the being occaſionally chaced.— 
As we depended on the very faſt failing of the ſhip, ſhe was not 
equipped to make any defence, carrying only ſix guns, and twen- 
ty five men. On my arrival at Leogano, I found three ſhips 
of „ and trade went on well. I had been here about five 
weeks, had a great number of flaves on board, and a proſpect of 
making a good voyage in about eight months, (but ſee how un- 
certain is all human foreſight) on the fecond of March, 1795, 
in the morning we diſcovered ſeven fail at anchor without us, 


* This Subject, it may be remembered, was lately taken up in the Houſe of | 


Commons, and the ſcandalous falſet.oods completely refuted, 
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now our faſt ſailing could not avail us, as we could not get out, 


without going through this, (to us) formidable feet; we had 
thought ourſelves out of the way of any Frenchmen, being on a 
wild coaſt, four degrees to the ſouthward of the equinox ; how- 


ever, after 8 us till noon, they came into the bay under 


Engliſh colours, though we well knew what they were. They 
anchored cloſe alongſide us, and then hoiſted French colours: 
my ſhip making the beſt appearance, a French ſhip of twenty 
eight guns, began a moſt courageomr cannonade on her, to the 
great terror of the poor ſlaves: our colours were ſtruck, but 
the bravery of the Republicans could not be reſtrained, until 


they had ſhot away ſome of our maſts and rigging; then they 


ſhouted vive /a Republique, and congratulated each other on this 
great viory, obtained by a ſhip of — guns, two frigates, two 
brigs, and an armed tranſport, over four trading fhips, whofe 
whole force amounted only to thirty fix guns, and eighty four 
men, and many of them fickly.—We were OY removed 
on board the French ſhips, and they took poffeſhon of ours, and 
began to plunder and deſtroy what they could not uſe. The flaves 
were re- ſold to the natives for fowls and goats, and we had the 
mortiſication to ſee men and women, for whom we had given 151. 
each, fold for a cock or a hen. The poor creatures were diſ- 
fatisfied at the exchange, and would gladly have remained the 
property of their former maſters; for whatever may be ſaid on 
this buſineſs, I aſſure you every care and attention is paid to 
theſe people when on board, and all pains taken to make them 


as comfortable and happy as poſſible; and it is folly to think 


that we would ill uſe them, when (if humanity was out of the 
queſtion) it is our intereſt to have them cheerful and happy. 
A I am ſorry here to be prevented (from his motives of 
diſhidence) annexing the name of the author of ſentiments ſo 
creditable. ] : . 7 * 

In getting the ſpirits out of the—— ſhe by accident took 
fixe, and the Frenchmen, knowing there was a great quantity of 
powder on board, got into their boats and puſhed off, leaving 
many of theſe: men on board, ſome in ſuch a ſtate of intoxica- 
tion as to be unable to help themſelves; theſe were burnt, and 
others hung by ropes from the bowſprit end : it was near half 
an hour before any boat would venture to take them up; at laſt 
the captain of the frigate on board of which I was, went and 
fayed them from either the flames or the ſharks; one had already 
taken in ſo much ſalt water that he died after getting on board 


the frigate. In about an hour ſhe blew up, and I faw the laſt 


of a very handſome. new ſhip, by which I had fooliſhly hoped to 
have made a little fortune. The reflection has ſo affected my 
ſpirits, had I room I could only add, that I remain as uſual, 
| : 8 Yours, &c. 
September 15th, 1797. 
« In my laſt I informed you in what manner we were taken.— 


To proceed: after the French had plundered the ſhips, they be- 


gan to think of diſpoſing ot the priſoners, and determined on 


4 


CBT , 

giving us the worſt of the prizes; after underſtanding her 

unfit for any long voyage, they put us all on board, with ten 
days proviſions, and gave us a paſſport for the iſland of Princes; 
accordingly on the 10th of March 1795, we ſailed, but when out 
of reach of their guns we agreed to ſteer for the iſland of Ana- 
bona, and barter what cloaths we had ſaved, for proviſions, and 
afterwards endeavour to make our paſſage to England. You 
may eaſily conceive, that after our veſſels were captured, all au- 
thority over the ſailors was at an end. They wanted to go to the 
Weſt Indies, as being a place where they could get greater 
wages; but, by perſuaſion, we prevailed on them to agree to 
the plan of the officers, and all went on as well, as a ſcanty al- 
lowance of food, and a diſmantled ſhip could be ſuppoſed to af- 
ford, until ſhe got to Anabona Here we got a good-ſupply of 
goats, pigs, and fowls, every one ſelling what cloaths he could 
poſſibly ſpare, to purchaſe food; this was conſidered private pro- 
perty, and by only allowing a very ſmall quantity of the ſhip's 
proviſion, ſaved from the French, we calculated on making the 
ten days proviſion laſt a month, and had hoped before it was 


gone, to fall in with ſome veſſel, and get a freſh ſupply z (What 


won't a man do to get home?) however, after ſailing from Ana- 
bona, and having made about one third of our paſſage to Eng- 
land, our refractory crew. took the ſhip and altered the courſe 
for the Weſt Indies. When we had got ſafe, ſo far as to be 
looking out for Dominica we were again taken by a French pri- 
vateer, on April the 26th. Now it was that we began to feel 
the hatred of Republican Heroes; every thing we had ſaved, was 
taken from us, to the cloaths on our backs; we were car» 
Tied into Bay Mahant on the north ſide of Guadaloupe, and be- 
fore we landed, were taken one by one into the cabin; to the 
utter diſgrace of the French officers, were ſtripped naked, and 
examined in the moſt indecent manner, to find if we had ſe- 
creted any money or other valuables. I now loſt my watch 
and money, all of which was by the orders of the Captain, whoſe 
name was Paſchal; but this is nothing! The day after we were 
taken, this villain took an American, becauſe he had on board 
paſſengers who were French. A gentleman of the name of 
Connor, whoſe father (an Iriſhman) had. ſerved in the Iriſh Bri- 
gade; the ſon had followed the father's profeſſion, and enjoyed 
the rank of major in the ſame regiment. - This man was a. roy» 
aliſt, and had married a lady of a moſt reſpectable family and 
fortune, in Martinique; of courſe at the capture of that Iſland, 
he claimed the protection of the Britiſh, and had all his proper» 
ty reſtored to him, which he was endeayouring to get to Amerie 
ca; his wife's brother had previouſly gone there, and. had ſent 


this veſſel to fetch the Major, his wife, mother, three: children, 
his brother's wife, who was pregnant, and ſervants. Thele poor 


people were taken by the infernal Paſchal, who although the 
ajor ſpoke good Engliſh, he ſoon found to be French. We 
were all landed together, to be marched acroſs. the iſland to pri- 


ſon, under a guard of black ſoldiers. It was impoſſible jor theſe | 


poor women and children to keep up, the Major was not 
allowed to ſpeak to, or aſſiſt his wife; 1 attempted to offer m 
arm, and was immediately knocked down with the butt end of a 
muſket. The poor women trembling, with the tears running 
in filence down their cheeks, became objects of great compaſ- 
fion to all the Engliſh, when, on an Engliſh Captain going to 
ſupport the other lady from falling, and receiving the point of 
a | bayonet in his thigh, the Britiſh ſpirit broke out; the ſailors 
ſwore that as they ſuppoſed the French meant to take their lives, 
they might as well fel! them as dear as they could, and not ſuf- 
fer theſe indignities like ſheep with patience, and be tame ſpec- 
tators of ſuch treatment of women and children——[” Tis to 
be obferved theſe. women were French, all of whom we are fo 
accuſed of ill treating Log 5 a 
« They propoſed to ſeize on the arms of the guards, and were 
actually beginning, on which the French retired and cocked 
their pieces, when an officer of ſome rank rode up, reprimand- 
ed the foldiers, and promiſed better treatment; we now moved 
forward, but before we had got far, the pregnant lady was taken 
1; and, retiring a little out of the road, actually ſuffered a miſ- 
carnage. It is impoſſible to do juſtice to our feelings; all the in- 
dulgence that could be obtained was, that part of the guard 
ſhould ſtay, and bring the women and children on, at a flower 
rate, and we were to ſtop for them before we went into town. 
When we halted, 1 was quite faint, having neither eat or drank 
fince the preceding day, and going to beg a little water from 
an old woman, who was very charitably giving it about, 
] was a ſecond time knocked down. I now thought my trouble 
all over, for, with the exceſſive heat and want of refreſh- 
ment I was ſo weak, that I loſt my ſight and hearing for fome 
minutes, but recovering in a little time, I made another attempt, 
in which I ſucceeded, and never in my life did I enjoy any thing 
like the water I then drank; I was quite refreſhed.” | 
| 8 September 16th, 1797. 
« After waiting ſome time, the poor women came up, Mrs. 
Connor, with tears, gave her hand to her huſband, unable to 
ſpeak; and the women being ordered into a ſmall houſe, he was 
handing her in, but was knocked down at the door, and up- 
braided as an Ariſtocrat, whilſt the ſpectators, of which there 
wert ſome hundred women, ſhouted vive la Republique. | 
We now moved on to the town, Port-la-Liberte, (formerly 
Port a Petre) the ſtreets were lined to ſee © Les Chiens Angliis,” 
and we were paraded through the moſt public ſtreets to the goal, 
© covered with the ſpittle of female republicans, for theſe furies 
did not ſuffer us to paſs without beſtowing this mark of contempt 
on us; I could r.ot help laughing by being ſpit on by a very pret- 
ty young woman, whoſe gallant applauded her ſpirit Had it 
not been for the ' officer of the guard, I ſhould have paid for my 
Ml-timed mirth, as the lady affected to be an heroine, and ſeizing 
her lover's ſword, declared ſhe had often wiſhed to kill an Eng- 
liſhmas, and would now {atisfy herſelf with the life of a wretch 
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| 3 1 
who dared to laugh at a free woman. — Whether ſhe aid have 


put her threat in execution, I won't pretend to determine, but I 
was glad to be taken out of her reach. 


In goal we were ſerved with half a pound of bread and four. 
on the next morning we were taken out of 
In paſſing 


ounces of falt fiſh ; 
goa}, and carried on board of ſhips in the harbour. 


the guillotine, they made us halt, and the knife was drawn up, 
and they took ſome pains to inform us that it had taken off the 


heads of ſome hundreds. The Avenger (as they call him) came 


to us; he was a tall ill looking old man in his ſhirt, with the collar 


open and ſleeves ſtript up to his ſhoulders : he ſaid he was going 


to be buſy ſoon, and was become ſo great an adept that he had 


taken off 27cheads in five minutes; © for (ſays he) I always 


keep the knife well ſharpened.” The fight of "a inſtrament, - 
with the diſcourſe and appearance of the Avenger, ſtruck no © 


| ſmall terror into ſome of our party, and indeed we were all glad 
to be moved off. | 


„In a few hours after, poor Major Connor with another roy- 


aliſt loſt their heads, which we could. ſee from the ſhip we 


were confined in. His wife and mother died in à few days, 
broken hearted : the fiſter and two of the children were ſome 
time after ſuffered to depart in an American veſſel, but their pro- 
perty Victor Hugues choſe to take poſſeſſion of. 

« You now ſee me confined on board an old ſhip, with fome 
hundreds of others, without cloaths to ſhift, or bed to lie on, 


ſuffering more than I ever thought I could bear, from filth, 
hunger and diſeaſe; for by laying on the bare deck, often wet, 


I got the rheumatiſm, and before they would remove me to the 
hoſpital, I had fatally loſt the uſe of all my limbs. 

1 - 3 his hoſpital was in another old ſhin, where the ſick were 
laid on ſtraw beds on the deck, cloſe to each other: The Doctor 
coming to viſit once a day, and i-aving them the reſt to the care 
of three or four blacks, who were too lazy to do any thing when 
his back was turned. How I efcaped out of this peſt-houſe is 
more than I know, for eyery ſpecies of fever and filth were here 
predominant, and I have ſeen from 10 to 12 die round me on a 
night: In the morning they were pulled up with a rope, and a 
boat, with a black flag, came daily. to rake them aſhore, where, 
below the town, a large pit was prepared, and into which they 
were thrown and left uncoyered until it was full, when another 
was made. It however pleaſed God to reſtore me to health, and 
happy was I to leave this ſcene of miſery and guilt. If robbing 
the dead is fin, *twas amply practiced here, for never did a corpſe 
go to the graye with a rag on, if twas worth taking off, and it 
was but ſeldom they were permitted to die before they were ſtript: 
this was practiced to fo great an extent, that many e. fick 


to have an 1 of plundering the dead. Our living was 
t 


very hard, 4 028. of ſalt meat and half a pound of very bad bread 


was our daily allowance, with three pints of water, but as this 


was to be brought from the ſhore, we were often two days with- 
out 2 dre: | 
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« The guard in the ſhips were very cruel, keeping us below 
often from their own caprice, and on our reſenting this treat- 
ment, they were increaſed, and guns were planted on ſhore 
againſt us, with a threat to take the guard out and fink the ſhips; 
however about the latter end of the year 1795, about 600 were 
embarked, and told we were to be exchanged, and on January 
the 1ſt, 1796, we ſaw the flag of truce hoiſted : you may be ſure 
we congratulated each other on a happy new year, but we were 
ſoon undeceived; this was only to keep. us quiet, for when we 
ſailed, it was under convoy of two veſſels of 16 guns each, who 
took care to conduct us into Jaque-a-Mell, in the Iſland of St. 
Domingo; here myſelf with 150 others were landed, and taken 
to. a ſmall priſon, the reſt were taken to another part of the 
Iand; we were now confined within walls thirty feet high, 
round which were dungeons, in which we were locked from ſun 
ſet to ſun riſe, and ſo very ſmall, that we could not all lie down 
at one time. Our proviſion was chiefly a rotten ſalt herring, and 
ſomething better than half a pint of rice pcr diem, and this 
thrownlinto us, as to ſo many hounds in a kennel, but yet we had 
ſome advantage here : 'The common wear of this country being 
firaw hats, much like your Dunſtable ones, theſe we learnt to 
manufacture in a ſuperior ſtyle, and ſold them at. the grate of 
our priſon; not a man or boy now but what was buſily employ- 
ed, for it was not poſſible to exiſt on the pittance we got, and 
the wood they allowed us for the purpoſe of cooking was fo lit- 
tle, that we were under the neceſſity of purchaſing, or eating 
our food raw. 'The numerons methods the Blacks took to im- 
ſe on us were almoſt incredible; if one of us was allowed b 

an officer of the guard to go out to buy any thing, he muſt fee 
the "Turnkey and the ſoldier who went with him; if he bought 

at the grate, the Turnkey exacted a part, or an equivalent in 
money, or one of the ſoldiers {gized the whole, under pretence 
of ſome priſoner, whom he could not recollect, owing him mo- 
ney; if he ſold a hat, which had taken him two or three days to 
make, the Turnkey muſt have a 6th part of the money, for ſuf- 
fering him to ſell it. At length the head gaoler, ſeeing what 
profit was made on every thing bought by the priſoners, ordered 
that-no one ſhould buy any thing but of him, and he took pretty 
god care to make about 300 per cent. by every thing. Our 
purchaſes were moſtly confined to yams and. plantains, as the 

Were cheap and helped to fill the belly; you would have been 
aſtoniſnhed to ſee what ſums were made by men, who, when they 
went there, and until they learnt to make hats, had not a farthing. 
After being here about fix months, myſelf and a gentleman 
of planned our eſcape; we ſtayed at night in a room, of 
Which the window grate had been broken out, without being ob- 
ſerved, at night we came out, and having a little money, we 
fee'd the centinel: we had with us a French criminal, who was 
o conduct us to the beach, when we propoſed to take a canoe, 
aud put to ſca, in the hope of getting to -Jamaica—a deſperate 
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attempt! and I think providential our being prevented the exe. 
cution ; we, however, with difficulty ſcaled the walls and got 
down on the outfide, when our treacherous guide gave the alarm; 
we were in a trice ſurrounded by armed men, brought back and 
threatened to be put to death. They, however, contented them- 
ſelves with bolting us croſs-legged to the ground for thirty-five 
days; when releaſed from this confinement, it was ſome time 
before we could walk, we were become ſo ſtiff. | 
On the 14th of December 1796, being informed that 40 
were to be exchanged for an equal number at Port au Prince; 
hope and anxiety appeared on every countenance, and fo 
great was my ſurprize at hearing my name the firſt called, 
that I could not for ſome time anſwer. The happy few were 
taken out, and at four in the morning we began our march over 
the Iſland; in aſcending the mountains we were obliged to keep 
the banks of a river, which, from its very winding courſe, we 
had to croſs more than 150 times; our eſcort was on horſe-back, 
not allowing us to reſt, ve were fo fatigued, and from weakneſs 
occaſioned by long confinement, added to the having no ſhoes, 
our feet became ſo ſore, that many fell, and defired the guard to 


put them to death. Seeing us ſo bad, about noon we were al- 


lowed to reſt for an hour, at the expiration of which we were ſo 
ſtiff, and our feet ſo ſwelled, it was impoſſible to move, other- 
wiſe than ſlowly, but the idea of liberty gave us ſpirits to proceed, 
but when it became dark on the tops of the mountains, twas ſo 
cold the guard had great difhculty in keeping the people from 
going into the houſes to lay down and die as they ſaid, for they 
could march no farther; however by the threats of the guard, 
and the perſuaſions of ſome of us, who were fearful of being de- 
tained, we kept jogging on, every now and then obliged to plunge 
into the rivers up'to the arms, which made us ſo very cold, that 
] was apprehenſive of its conſequences I therefore propoſed to 
about half a dozen to go on as faſt as we could, and we prevailed 
on one of the guard to attend us; this man who was tired of the 
ſlowneſs of our progreſs, was now glad to go our pace, and about 
four the next morning we arrived in the vicinity of Leogano, 
the town where the Engliſh cartel was to meet-us, We had now 
to wait the coming up of the reſt of the party. Cold, hungry, 
wet, and fatigued, never did I think two hours ſo long as theſe; 
length they arrived and we proceeded. At ſun- riſe we enter- 
the town, and were conveyed to priſon, which was larger and 
more commodious than the one we had quitted, and ﬆs we were 
about to be exchanged our treatment was ſomething better. The 
firſt thing I did was to waſh myſelf, and dreſs my wounds; we 
had a little money, and hoping ſoon to enjoy the ſociety of friends, 
we were laviſh, and got ſomething like a comfortable meal, for 
here they had not yet acquired the habit of impoſing on us; but 
when I lay down, to fleep was. impoſhble, my bones were ſore, 
my feet burning like fire, and the groaning of my fellow-ſufferers 
made it almoſt worſe than the laſt nights walk. The cartel was 
expected in a few days, we waited patiently, tho with ſome 
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anxicty, when, alas! ſhe not coming at the appointed time, ex- 
aſperated the French, and we were ordered to meaſure back the 
ſad weary. way, which, when inſpired by the hope of liberty and 
plenty, in addition to the ſocial converie of our countrymen, had 
hardly kept us from ſinking on the road. —Here was a diſappoint- 
ment! The utmoſt malice of our foes could not have added a 
greater torment z however go we muil ! and ſad and filent we 
began our journey: we were now. inſulted and beaten in a moſt 
cruel manner, and indeed I expected they would have put us all to 
death. All their efforts could now only get us half way, and 
here we were lodged in a large houſe, whoſe former inhabitants 
had been murdered in the inſurrection, and the next day, (which 
was Chriſtmas Eve) we found ourſelves at night in our old lodg- 
ings at Jaque-a-Mell, the people we had left behind, and who 
envied us when going away, now found a pleaſure in thinking 
they had been left bekind. They had been faving a little money 
to get ſomething extraordinary for their Chriſtmas dinner, while 
we, tired, hungry and dejected, had nothing for it but our rotten 
herring and rice,—a ſorrowful day we ſpent, but on the morning 
of the 26th, thoſe who ſcoffed at our return would have given 
any thing to have been in our places, for we were again called 
out, though ſeveral had been ſo worn out by the late two 
journies, that they would not attempt it again, declaring they 
would rather die in the gaol than undergo ſuch another march : 
however, this differed from the laft, the cartel had arrived, and 
the French General was going to Leogano with 500 ſoldiers, ith 
whom we were to proceed; they halted frequently to reſt; we 
had now plenty of proviſion, and took two whole days for the 
journey, with drums beating and colours flying. After waiting 
a Gay or two, we were a ſecond time on board a cartel on New- 
year's-day, 1797, after being indulged with breakfaſting with 
the French General and his officers, and at night found our- 
ſelves happy once more among our countrymen at Port-au-Prince: 
here I got 151. currency from the Government, to pay for my 
paſſage home, and drew on for ſome more, and put myſelf 
in cloaths again; but as I could not get a paſſage home from this 
place, I was obliged to wait ſome time; at length I got a paſſage 
to Cape Nichola Mole, and after a fortnight's delay there, got 
another to Jamaica, where finding feveral friends and a ſhip (the 
Captain of which I had long known) being to fail the next day, 
he very generouſly prevented my aſking, by offering me a paſſage, 
which was proſperous. I pray God ſuch hardſhips may never 
again befal me. | Tours, &. 15 
Ai refutation of Citizen Riou's charges, would be to degrade the 
character of Engliſhmen, by implying a poſſibility of Lis having po- 


ken a word of truth. 


-* * The Gentleman, in whoſe Family the fiſter of the Young 
Man lives who wrote the above Letters, is 2 Colonel in his Ma- 


jeſty's ſervice, and reſides near Reading in Berkſhire. His name 
any one douhtful of the above facts may be informed of, by ap- 
plying to E. PIZECT. { 5 11 54 | | 
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